
      
 

 

Teaching about the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Representative Government: A 

Professional Development Workshop 

 

EDPD 699 – 3 credits 

9:00 – 3:00 

Thursday, August 4, 2017 

Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional History and Education 

Shepherd University 

213 N. King St., Shepherdstown, WV 25443  

 

Instructor:      Instructor: 

Charles M. Flanagan     James Wyatt 

Outreach Supervisor     Director, Programs and Research 

The Center for Legislative Archives   Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional  

The National Archives    History and Education 

700 Pennsylvania Ave, NW    Shepherd University 

Washington, DC 28804    304-876-5701 

jwyatt@shepherd.edu 

 

     

Registration:  
Register for this EDPD course at the Shepherd University Martinsburg Center with Karen Rice 

(krice@shepherd.edu), Director of Continuing Education and Lifelong Learning from the 

Graduate Studies office.  Please submit payment in the amount of $147 for three graduate- level 

non-degree EDPD credits.  Registrants not seeking to attain the three credits may submit a 

payment in the amount of $49 for one continuing education credit.  

 
Accessing Your Shepherd Account: 

Once your course registration has been processed by Graduate Studies, a Shepherd Student Account will 

be set up for you.  This account will be associated with a Shepherd ID, Email Account, User Name, and 

Password.  You will need this information in order to see final grades and order a transcript. Directions 

for obtaining this information can be found at http://www.shepherd.edu/itservices/student/computeracct.htm 

    
Course Description: 

This one-day workshop will train grades 6 -12 educators to teach about the Constitution, the Bill 

of Rights, the constitutional role of Congress, and the legislative process. It will be presented 

through a partnership between the Center for Legislative Archives at the National Archives 

(CLA) and the Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional History and Education, and it will 

feature resources from both institutions.  
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The workshop will engage teachers in hands-on exploration of lesson plans, analysis worksheets, 

online educational websites, social media, and printed facsimiles of primary sources. It will 

prepare attendees to use four field-tested lessons developed by the CLA, incorporate document 

analysis worksheets and lesson plans from the National Archives in lessons, and integrate a wide 

range of primary sources into classroom instruction. It will also introduce   “Congress Creates 

the Bill of Rights,” an interactive mobile computer app from the CLA. 

 

Course Expectations: 

The first half of the workshop will focus on teaching about the Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

“Teaching 6 Big Ideas in the Constitution” uses an innovating mapping technique to help 

students decode the essential features of each article of the Constitution and to assess the 

relationship of each article to the others. It builds on this foundation through document study to 

teach about such concepts as limited government, federalism, and popular sovereignty. 

 

 “Congress and the Bill of Rights in History and Today” begins with an inventory of rights in the 

classroom to set the stage for a student-friendly analysis of how Congress created the Bill of 

Rights.  This document-based study is complemented by the app’s visually intriguing, 

information-rich resources on the work of the House of Representatives and Senate to craft the 

first amendments to the Constitution. 

 

The second half of the workshop will present tools for engaging students in civic life. “What 

Congress Does and Why it Matters” uses a puzzle that students solve collaboratively as a visual 

metaphor for the range of responsibilities, prerogatives, and services exercised by Congress and 

its members.  It then engages students in analyzing primary sources to learn about the actions 

taken and services provided by Senators and Representatives. 

 

 “The Legislative Process,” which also centers on a graphic representation, itemizes the sequence 

of legislative challenges faced by every bill between introduction and passage.  By 

collaboratively identifying the steps of the legislative process and matching a primary source to 

each, the students learn about the complexity of the Founder’s design and appreciate the 

opportunities for Congress to consider public opinion, minority points of view, and to reach 

compromise.  

 

Goals/Objectives: 

Workshop participants will gain the skills and resources they need to strengthen their students’ 

achievement in civics and government.  In addition, the interactive format of the workshop and 

of each lesson will equip teachers to promote active learning and critical thinking in their classes 

by engaging students in collaboration, deliberation, debate, and finding common ground. 

 

Assessment: 

Attendees will complete the course by developing a new unit of study consisting of five or more 

new lesson plans that link the tools, concepts, and objectives covered in the Teaching the 

Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Representative Government one-day workshop to the West 

Virginia College and Career Readiness Standards.  This pass/fail assignment is due via hard copy 

or email to Jay Wyatt (jwyatt@shepherd.edu) on Thursday, September 1, 2017 at noon. 
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Course Outline (Timeline): 

 9:00 – 10:00  Introduction, Pedagogy, and an Overview Online of Resources 

 10:00 – 11:00  Teaching the 6 Big Ideas in the Constitution 

 11:00 – 12:00  Congress and the Bill of Rights  

 12:00 – 1:00  Lunch – Educational Resources at the Robert C. Byrd Center for  

Congressional History and Education 

 1:00 – 1:45  What Congress Does and Why it Matters 

 1:45 – 2:30  The Legislative Process 

 2:30 – 3:00 Wrap up and Evaluation 

 

 

 

 


